THE PRINCESS ANNE
Queen who took such pleasure in my company that as she had
me much about her, so upon her marriage she prevailed with
her Father that I should be a Lady of her Bedchamber, Her
Court was so oddly composed that it was no extraordinary thing
for me to be before them all in her favour, and confidence, this
grew upon me to as high a degree, as was possible, to ally that was
passionately fond and tender, nothing stood in my way, nothing was
hard for me. I thought my Selfe, (all others thought it too)
that I was as secure in a continuance of a high degree of favour,
as ever any person was. I upon such an advancement considered
what I ought to do in order to deserve and to maintain it. The
great principle I laid down in myself was to serve Her with an
absolute fidelity and a constant zeal. But by fidelity I did not
only mean not to betray her, not to discover [disclose] her
secrets, and to be true to her in everything she trusted me with :
but to avoid everything, that looked like dissimulation, and
flattery, even tho I saw it might displease her ; I was convinced
that Princes were ruined by flatterers : I carried this so far as to
think it was a part of flattery, not to tell her everything that was
in any sort amisse in her. I saw poor K. James ruined by this
that nobody would honestly tell him of his danger until it was
past recovery : and that for fear of displeasing him. I therefore
resolved to say everything that I thought concerned her to know,
whom I served, with as much affection, as fidelity. . . .
As Sarah had to attend the Princess at Tunbridge Wells and
elsewhere, and John himself still had to travel about with the
Duke of York, the couple were occasionally separated, and
there survive the following letters between them :*
John to Sarah                             r ,..    _ 7
J                                        [1683-84]
* I had writ to you by the post, but that I was persuaded this
would be with you sooner. You see I am very just [regular] in
writing, and I hope I shall find by the daily receiving of yours
that you are so. I hope in God you are out of all danger of
miscarrying, for I swear to you I love you better than all the rest
of the world put together, wherefore you ought to be so just as
to make me a kind return, which will make me much happier
1 These letters, hitherto unpublished, are from the Blenheim MSS, The first letter
can be dated roughly by the fact that Churchill's first surviving daughter, Henrietta,
was born on July 19, 1681, and his second, Anne, on February 27, 1684.
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